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t 1 v 
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was placed on the left of 


un 


\V _ rt 4- 

u es l 


on.top of the mountain. 

nj ,_ , u £ ie between Hillsboro 

lbson s Battallion and the 10th 
wtxe ueiu in or near Hillsboro or thp <m, a 0 - - - 

Virginia Regiments were placed to the right of the pike * 

6 f* SlS \ L f P 6 on top o? the 

’ , in on in nc olunteer Infantry and one company of the 14th, 

VV-Tx’v.V^ U In ! n \ V ‘ ! f re seirt t:>r the lon 5 nine mile detour 

b\ Lobelia, ano while they started long before daylight 

not reach the battle field until 1 : 45 p. a. In the meantime a 
Oh cannon firing had "been going on* 




t nine o’clock 


5 


Conf ederat 


Jf* a ndby the display of flags, that Major General Echols had 

This must have caused Averell some apprehension 




* * 


s army up. 

uhe position he held with the Confederates holding the 

-xx ' ‘ ' suff 


op 


V.’e shall see later how he won on this day with the odds against 



Y,T* pv»o 


the 


he Confederate line of position was as follSv/e: Edgar* s Bs 
'-he river road to Greenbrier. On the farmland on the brow 

he battle was fought was the 22nd Virginia Cavalry 19th 
airy; 20th Virginia Cavalry; 14th Virginia Cavalry; Derricks 
Jackson 1 s b at ueries. On the lobelia - ’Jacox road * No Dodv # Th© 

g in i rom the rear cos us the- Confederates 
flanking party arrived and came tliroudi 
It is said to have been one of the most 




At 1:45 p. m. ? th 
Lring as they came. 


■* -. 


arful fires that men were ever subject to. In about an 
ates were in full flight. 


Xxxfcrarail 


soon 


* * * i 


I 


» t 


# * 


uPG 


/*■ v V f 

J U I F'i 
*■ * 




A r% 


^ * * 




is Averell heard his flanking party commence to fir^ 

and 8th regiments obliquely to the right up the’ 

es had been left at the foot of the mountain They 

the mountain exactly on the left of the flanking 

advanced on the breastworks of the Confederates * 

ir. a few minutes, and the Confederate armv in 
- on both sides was heavy. 3 


ne 


^ i 

- Ill v 


• r fi 


r ^ r 

f u 12 
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‘iha pter 4 - section 4 - Incidents in Battle of Droop fountain 


:no *^roop fountain battlefield Commission has tried to 
■: t.;e position oi the different units and by actual survey 
sureraents, that the markers which they have planted 
naps which they have prepared, may be a sure guide to 


r-np ; u- 

- + j. * ^4 » 


*- . ’I 


*> 


r n p 

\ A - W 


public, and the descendants of the soldiers that fought 


battle, and point 


to the very spot where their fathers 


d ~ -in h i 


the greatest battle ever fought on ..est Virginia soil 
hilton Butcher, who was Jackson’s courier, 


carried 


_-st order chat his chief gave. 


The order was to Col. 


->s: r.oand read, "Fall back to pike, west of artillery." 

w 

hi del: vered the dispatch but his horse was killed and he 


was 


red, but made his escape 


or /.ester, who commanded the 46th Batallion was in 


■* * 


* 


opt h 


chio 


■ De s topped uBeir advance and they v ? ere 
shouted zo his men to stand firm for two 
-••h they were whipped, but before the two mi nut 


(T * t 
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4 *■ O 



W * J 
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i n 


\ T* 
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ft I 
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rr.una coming up as Colonel Ido or savs 


n 1 ctv c>l tine” , turned the tide oi 
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. Ji tor re 


: ore convenient to run th? 


m 
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ri *• g 
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• Confederate line wtn; reinforced hu 
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-•nia Infantry, and especially into Company F, which happened 

. X XU* 9 1 IgJ fl1 ■ Ik 839|t§SjW e 1 i m Si ■ 9 ^ 91 


^Plr 

to be in an exposed position, and many of its members 

W< 


were be 


in. 


s^ot down, and many wounded and some of its members began 


• n '’sll back. 


Their Captain was in prison and the First 


lieutenant was on staff duty, and the company had but one com 


:;a::ain.~ officer, Lieutenant henry Bender. 


John D. B&xter, the 


orderly sergeant was in advance of the company 


^--t this point 


our chairman saw the condition of the company and went up to 

* 

Baxter and requested him to get back and help line up the com 


*n e n 


* • 


r a n 


u tWO 


To this request Baxter never replied but ran up and 
or three rails off the fence and they both jumped 


V 6 r £. 


nd Baxter received a mortal wound. 


W. F. Morrison 


. Barnett and John A. 



we believe were the next to 


^ V' r\ c c 
■ - j. j o 




fence, and while crossing 



was badly wounded 




ArnAtt 


u had a leg shot off. 


Korrison escaped unharmed 




V 


H 


n ^ t 1 

* ■ * Sab/ 


iioon, oilas Oarr and Li# D. Shaver were the ne^'t 


^ i, 


y - to cross the rail fence. 


This occurred near the 




- J fr A A’ 1 * *■ V ^ V 

+ *■ - „ 'Ji i,_ nr* r 


*■ * 


■r # S ' 


• >6 11 x C 


l’o braver raan than J. I). Baxter 


ever 


f' fi 


* M € * 

# 4 S ** 


ft f 


J 


f* 


or went to war. 


* 


few minutes later 2viajor 




ft 


** # 


of the 22nd Virginia was mortally v.ounded, 


w 


--ile trying 


0. Mb jf 

At 


# f 
* 4*0 


to oioko another stand 


he \vtis an orficer and 


* " J * 


A f 
V* * 


darln< 


and cou 







v r 


wo float 


pet 



t 

I 


10 


■oeuea ooourraa at that battle; 


#*■ ## « 


#T ll 1 


■• ■ t X n a •. iueM 


u 


•old!era was detailed 


to gather 


r ‘ to } 


and wounded and 


a lav * n 


® ** ?; tj f t r , • J ^i.A m * 


the number thus detailed 


W* 4 * 


JF J 


*, * i t , t a 

Ti I 411 I i .• 


' ’ * * .J • 


' » 1 ; t Virginia 


Jarantra 
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v wore v. or king in the ni^g J >;. and. Short discovered a dead 


m jr 


* , * 1 a r 

1, U 1 V 4 f 




I 


id took hold of his body to remove him to the place 


*» '* tM0 


■* ^ • 


v were bringin 


O •** A *0 


ne dead and wounded soldiers. 


He felt 


crooked finger on the dead soldier’s hand, and the size and 
ol of the man convinced Short that he was his brother, John. 
> therefore, called for someone to bring a light, saying 
k „e had iound his brother, and when he had the light, he v- 


■na for a 


certainty that it was his brother# 


After the battle a 


going 


aeau looking intently into the faces of each dead 


Gonf ed- 


3 


solaier. 


On being asked what she was looking for she 


J 


I am looking for George'’. 


n _ 

v v * 


a 


oIonel McNeill. 


She was the guest at the 


i>he had recently married and was 


• * a r e o 


n 


aptain George I, 


un 


i i ^ 


trough the 


battle unharmed and was far from the 


George 



9 ** I* 


wr m m. m- .j. I 

.A. 


■ * 

1 A 


* * *. 


when his wife was looking among the dead. 
(: ‘' r 'ry battle has its tragedies, yet 


in most 


f* 

** * ’• ^ 


i 3 :jo me 


* , jT 


T\ 

► it 


brigadier 



0 

aupplie 

' t l 

f * 

when th 


amusing incident. 

quartermaster, and had charge of 
'* He recently related that at 


every 


°ames Sisler was Col** 

the trains 

the close 


wor$ on 


the retreat and 


Pot *^ ua to Colt 


if great 


* . Vj 


n \ * f j « 1 

- i i 


I 


# «> A t% J j 

i#lor Mia that 


J** v tai 


nel ^aokaon and asked him What 

’-rain, and ^ackuon sain 

11 »“ia, "Damned 

h'l 111««n ordtiPMii it, , , 

uio teamsters 


con- 

he 


if i 
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on beoame frightened, and whirled around, breaking the tongue 

Tl W 1, 

off the wagon. They then put some fence rails on the wagon to 
set it on fire, and he said for several years after, the war, 
people would come to gather up scattered lead over the fields. 

Hamilton Higgs, a member of the 10th »est Virginia 
Infantry, is authority for the story illustrating the coolness 
of Colonel Harris in battle end under heavy lire. While Colonel 
Harris was leading his regiment into position for the final charge 
at Droop Mountain, he passed to a section so rough that he had 
dismounted and was leading his horse. A bullet from the Con- 
rederate lines passed through the long, red beard then won by 
the Colonel, cutting out a wisp. He stripped out the severed 
whiskers and as he dropped them to the ground, turned to Adjutant 
Jonn iTarnicke and said, "John, take my horse back to the rear: 

I’m afraid he’ll get shot." Then he continued to lead tne 
charge on foot. 



"rior to 


’ounta 


were no con 


anywh 


1 r. 


in nest Virginia ezcept 


tn. Greenbrier Valley, which was held by the Confederates from 


l »o H (1 


B* 0 lta foot ’ a distance of about one hundred seventy 
“***; ® nd Whlch Protected Virginia from attacks from the west. 

Purpose of dislodging these Confederate forces, General 

directed to maroh from Beverly, West Virginia to 

_ A; Al Jf 


• ' I l i I 5 




iTg and it was while on the maroh that he met 


the enemy 
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t i;roop iNIomit&Axi* 


The battle was there fought on the 6th day 


'f November, 1863, between the forces commanded by General 
■verell, and the Confederate forces by General John Echols 


ft 

w* * 


•v^ r.olones iiilliam L• Jackson# 


: u v/ 


At a distance, it would look like common consent that 
::ie forces were to be assembled for a final test of strength 
Z-er.eral Averell, with a very formidable force, left Beverly 
on -'ov. 1st, to find the enemy and give battle wherever he 


aisht be found. 


General WM. L. Jackson, commanding a brigade 


and several other units, battalions and companies, was joined 

4 * 

by General Echols on the morning of the 6th, by a splendid 




a n 


e of fighting men. 


General Averell encountered the 




jQ.i 


federates in force at Mill Point on the morning of the 


■4*m • tr 

^ w ■ * 


W W ■ 

* 


drove them to the foot of Droop Mountain, and there 




fn 






■m 


r the night. 


On the morning of the 6th, General 


■ • • ' -1 tnm-v, out a strong skirmish line that cleared his 


i y n v T -0 




he foot of the mountain. 


About 9 A. M. the 10th 


Inft., 26th Ohio Inft., and one company of the 14th 


* i 


* ' f 
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two niece..; of Kwi 

Mt 



’s Battery 


were sent ar- 
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, Here 1 b where the principal 
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V % 


isand determined soldiers, what would the casualty list have 




* * t 


ii i 


the land had been cleared. 


Averell then formed the 


•vi 3rd, and 8th heat 

llUr * V ^ f 


V 


la t' 




ie v. 


a. Counted Infantry, with a portion of 
a. Cavalry in line of Rattle, who succeeded in driv- 
’onfederate forces, composed of the 22nd Virginia Inft 


;:d 15th «'a. Cav. and other units up the mountain, near the 



1 

S 1 V * 

* I 


while further on the left of the Confederate line we 


find a portion of Colonel -n-verell’s regiment, 20th Va. 


Colonel 


COE 1 ™ 


ending, Kessler’s Battalion, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; 


onpanies derrick’s battalion, a portion of the 22nd Va. 


a s ' m 0 


Some of these units have been twice named because 




£* 4 J T^ X 


V * 


ing became more severe on the Confederate left, they 


their right by sending reinforcements tc strengthen 


I A? t- 

* vi w • 




r»rces engaged in the battle were composed of twelve 




* * ^ M 






units regiments, battalions and independent companies 


*■ t:.e Union forces were composed of nine units ree- 
ettalions, there was but a slight difference in the 


i n 


t * 


% 

A 




the two armies, the 10th 'west Vi r gi n i a infantry 


nio that comprise * the flanking party and did the 


ti g wee reported 09 1175 soldiers while th 


e 22nd 


A f 


* f 


f I 


>nfederate, was reported officially at 5o0 


* - 


% J1 f It i 

# I, I It j> 




23rd Virgin*® Battalion 350 strong 

*■ ^ 1 _ 


£ J 


f k I OK 

v j «* t i . « 


dismounted cavalry, Captain Darrins:*« 


t* ., ■ i < s’ . ii;; tta Hon utui oth 


er units 


r X c 


i». 


. »,i fifth t ini 

AH® - ~ T 


i'CT'-c- . 


'ihoi.f uuitii were 


c on- 




I lift 


j 'JCAIiGUfAS 





i 1 U 


on the Confederate left 


and fought the 10th and 28th 


f % 


s a battle royal by seasoned 


troops pf approximately 


lumbers. 


hat turned the tide of battle 


rst6 ix eneral to 


was the neglect of the 
iortify his position and protect his 
.we roll, an officer of superior ability, took advan- 
the situation and turned the flank of the enemy with 

and gave them such a slight margin for their es- 


ich caused much confusion. 


-•-11 chat saved the Confederates from being cut 
e that protected their left flank. 


off was 


If Generals Jackson 


ols had fortified the back road over which the flanking 



i 


/ r\ 


-ed, and protected their lines by fallinf timber 
:ast works on the mountain side, which they had 


and 


z i n 6 


ri 


o, -Cheir position would have been inpregnable. 


fc; 


* - 


iht of a mountain is of but slight advanta 


ge to chose 


-* * 


if they are not protected by breast works 


1: • 


■ hen 


* # 


^ V 


_ T 


nfantry succeeded in gaining a position 


on 


*• * 


Confederate line, the Confederate 


commander see- 


* 


fj r 1 *1 




A * 


4 A 


nger of being cut off, ordered 


Q retreat. 
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rate aide 


''ftS’ not the result 
n °r to tlio gallantry 
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Partial reports made by the leading officers who par¬ 
ticipated in xhe Battle of Jroop fountain. 


General -iverell's Pieport: 

Cn the first day of November, I left Beverly with 


my 


command consisting of the 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. 


m 


Poor; 


10th aest Virginia Infantry, Col. T. M. Harris; 


2 nd -Vest Virginia Moimtedylnfantry, Lieut. Col. 
rd nest Virginia mounted Infantry, Col. J. 


Xi. 


Scott; 


nnsylvania Cavalry, Col. j. 


H. Oley; 14th 

N. Schoonraaker; Gibson's Bat- 


tR 1 i 


ja 


10n and 3atterles B & a, First West Virginia right Artillery. 


apt » V. Keeper and C. T. Ewing. 


On 


position. 


tne morning of the 6 th we approached the enemy's 
The infantry and one corps of cavalry was sent to 


range 


of hills, with orders to attack the 
•May's left ana rear, the attack of our Infantry, 1,175 strong 

Was condu °ted skillfully by Col. Moor. 


•he 2nd, 3rd, and 8 th, dismounted, were moved in line 
obliquely to the right, until their right was joined to Moor's 

.* I ' to0r WSys when he arrived in front of the enemy’s 

Position, at 1:45 P. M. he formed a line and ordered Col. Harris 


* M 


ip in double quick, who arrived in the nick of time. 


Lieut. Col. Soott's Heport 


, * 

i L 


:o] 


:iox. Soott, 8 nd West Virginia M 


iounted In 


? I n * • - 

' * • f ; jp 


if 1 


u 


,l l t 18 o’clock, 11 U V 1 II MO Vo 


^ to the fro 


at 


r r 


J t o d;l 


•mount my oommand and fight on foot, and 






k. 






ft 
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§ 

was ordered to take a position between the third and eighth. 

m 

•t this time we found the 3rd, 8 th and 14th Pennsylvania Cav- 

ft* 

ulry in line of battle, with Jackson's force. The 2nd, 3rd 
snd 8th ..est Virginia Infantry, immediately in front of the 

j 

breast works" . 

I went into action with two hundred men; out of that number, 

ft 

there were nine killed, fourteen wounded, two mortally wounded, 

& 

seven severly and five.slightly. 


Report of Colonel John Oley 

ft 

lighth Jest Virginia Mounted Infantry. After taking my 

% 

place witn column on the morning of the 6 th, I was ordered to 
clear the hills up to the foot of -uroop Mountain of Skirmishers, 



rickets. 


About IP. M. I was notified that the 2nd and 3rd 





i Infantry would take a position on my right, and was or- 

4 ■ 

to assault the enemy’s works in conjunction with them. 

■ Col. °ames N. Schoonmaker's Report 


J 1 J 
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*J f' " E - 

0 <| | * *0 *w t 


choonmaker, 14th -Pennsylvania Cavalry 


* f 


Vii 


#> 

- - r ' 


§ * 


1 1 - A’ ft^r 


4 i 


if f i# 


ic morning of the 6 th, I was ordered with my 
spor's Battery, to move to the extreme right of 
lad again taken a position on the almost nat- 


ified summit of <uroop Mountain, am 


i i + * 

W W ’> ft r (i • * 
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Keep up a fire 
'• t their at tint ion mi, hi ba drawn from Jol. 
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the doubl 
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quick fron the extreme right to; the center." 

Report of Major Thos Gibson, 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

■' (Dn the 1st day of November, I moved with the 3rigade 
end continued with it until the 5th day of November, on which day 
I ".arched to Oackleytown, by way of Marlin’s Bottom, with the 


Ine 10th .vest Virginia Infantry lost eight killed and 


* . 


4 - * 


y-seven wounded. 


Pne 


28th Ohio Infantry lost five killed and twenty-one 


* 


ol nded. 


0QNPBDERATE REPORTS. 


Brig. General John Echols. 


/an . 


chols says that he placed his forces at the crest 


o6 mountain. 




ana o 


The batteries of Chapman and Jackson under 
I.a jor • McLaughlin, were placed near where Col 




«»okaon bad placed two pieces of his battery under the 


com- 


id 


e 

*r # 

- ^ i> 




. nur 



MU G» 3« Patton waa placed in con 


V 

t Ai i 



o,f the First 


- # vS 5£: 


t 


be 82nd Virginia Infantry, i.:uj. r. Bailev 

r 9 


% 


"■ * *: *1 Vi j iniu B .tlaiio 


n, Major .itn. 



easing commanding: 


c 


tSUfi r 1 i;h t 



* 


Cue tnrrinlkt j\>m 


■ . 


4 * 


alley*e 22 04 e&lmeni in the 


kl' 


I 1 


I i U t , * - 4, 




4 


« left 


* * 

* ♦ v* 


u-a t madd ed end 


: u*a r 

the sum 


and 

r«*nr of 

1 ho bn t t' 

u ry . 


i Vir^inio 

Cl* viilry 

v. a 

moved 

even ty-* ri i 

u-n uj 

1 «1 V. £i 

s 









